
Councilman Hitchcock moved that the Mayor be author1zed to 
execute the agreement between the C1ty o~ Torrance and Kryne Van 
den J.kker, 455 South Spr1ng Street, Los Angeles, in .hir1ngMr. Van 
den Akker as Special C1ty Attorney for the purpose of rendering 
legal·serv1ces in connection with quiet t1tle aotions on certain 
tax deeded property acqu1red, and to be acqulred, by the City ot 
Torrance, said agreement to be exeouted only and if the plan is 
approved by the Council atter meeting with Associated Assessment 
Engineers for disoussion of the matter, Clerk Bartlett having been 
instructed to arrange said meeting. Oouncilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tohcock, Po.ell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMJm: Murray. 

At &:65 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitchcock, seconded 
by Counoilman Babcock, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
May 1:3, 1941 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened 1n a 
Regular Meeting 1n the Council Chamber, C1 ty Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday, May 1:3, 1941 a~ 7:45 P.M. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Baboock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and . McGuire. 
Absent: Councilmen: None. 

C()unc1lman Murray moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held Aprll 22, 1941 and ot an Adjourned Regular Meet1ng hela . 
Apr1l 30, 1941 be approved as written. Councilman Babcook seoonded 
thamotion, wh10h was oarr1ed unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from Shell Oil Company, enclos1ng 
check in the amount of $1:30.33 representing franchise earnings for 
the period ended December :31, 1940 under Fnmchise Ord1nanoes Nos. 
116, 121, 174, 1:356 and 1502. Matter of record.. 

A camnun1cation was read from the County of Los Angeles Board 
of Supervisors, enclosing budget brief of the County Road Depart
ment and advising that the COIIUity w11l consider projeots 1n Cities 
based on the number of emp1oyab1es on relief, if and when relief of 
employables should be returned to the County. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that this matter be referred. to the 
City Engineer for study and report at the next regular meeting. 
Councilman Powell seconded the mot1on, Which was carried unanimously. 
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A ~unication was read from Wm. H. Bittle, 16129 South liaw
thorne Avenue, Lalflldale, applying for permit to operate a service 
station at 1548 El Prado. 

Couno1lman Babcook moved that the request be referred to the 
P1ann1ng Commission tor action. Councilman ~ seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read trom The Ainer10an Legion, Bert s. 
Crossland Post No. 170, requesting permiss10n to oonduot the con
cession at the MUnioipal Park for the ensu1ng year. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the request be granted. Council
man Hi tohoook seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read trom Los Angeles City School Distriot, 
requesting certa1n improvements near the Fern Avenue Sohool as tollows: 
(1) sidewalk on Elm street; (2) Improvement 01' tlood conditions; (~) 
better street marking. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that the matter be reterred to the 
Ci ty ~ineer tor report at the next meeting. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the mot10n, which was carried unanimously. 

A commun;Lcation was read trom L. :r. Gilmeister, Manager .Torranoe 
Mun1cipal Bus Lines, requesting adoption 01' an ordinance specitying that 
certain zones be painted yellow and imprinted thereon the words WBus 
Stop - No Parking.-

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be granted. Counoil
man Powell seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A Uemorandum. trom Oity Attorney MoOal.l was read regarding the 
Hear1ng betore the Board 01' Public Utilit1es and Transportation on 
application 01' City 01' Torrance requesting motor coach permit, which 
hear1ng was held May 2, 1.941 in the City Hall, Los Agneles, It was 
advised that the Los Ang.eles Railway Company and Pacitic Electric 

_Railway Company attorneys attended the meeting, the attorney tor the 
Los Angeles Railway Company having been permitted to introduce evi-
dence showing that a certain peroentage 01' passengers were picked up by 
the Torrence Municipal Bus Lines north -ot 116th street, it being the 
desire 01' the Los Angeles Railway Company to restrict the Oity 01' 
Torrance trom picking up and discharging passengers north 01' 116th street. 

Mr. MoCall said he had contended the Board of Publio Utilities 
and Transportation have no jurisdiction over another municipality. He 
said further that the Board 01' Public Utili ties and Transportation had 
made it olear that they considered it their duty to proteot the trans
portatiQn lines now operating near the City 01' Torranoe bus line. 
Upon request ot the Chairman of · the Board 01' Public utili ties and 
TranSpOrtation, Mr. McOall said he had prepaired a briet 01' the law 
guiding.him when he contended that the Board does not have juris-
diction over another municipality, aaid brief to be tiled by May 14, 1941. 

A communication was read tram the International Derrick and 
Equipment Oompany~ requesting permission to extend said company's 
railway siding as shown on a drawing attaohed, whioh would entail 
the extension of rails in their present driveway to within three teet 
at the pavement. This request was submitted due to the urgenoy for 
increasing shipments of detense materials trom the plant, it was stated. 

Oity Engineer Jain advised that he could see no objection to 
,granting the request provided certain requirements are met, and pro
,vi~ed International Derriok and Equipment Company take tull responsibil
ity tor proper guarding and night mark1ng of any railway oar which might 
be spotted near the extreme end 01' the siding. 

Councilman HitchoQok moved that the request of International 
Derrick and Equipment Company for extension of their railway siding 
be granted provided they oomply with all the requirements ot the City 
Engineer. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 
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Ai. communication was. read from Mrs. Flora Wright, secretary of the 
Coordinating Council, requesting that a g~te be placed in such position 
as to make it possible for patrons of the Friday night dances at the 
Civio Auditorium tOllsethe recess between the Auditorium building and 
the Chamber of Oommerce building when necessary to leave the building 
for air, poor ventilation of the auditorium making this necessary, 
it was stated. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that the matter be referred to the 
City Engineer and the Chief of the Fire Department for thorough in
vestigation and report. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Walter1a Civic Organization, 
requesting that Hawthorne Boulevard from Highway 101 to the boundary 
line of Torrance and Palos Verdes be repaired. 

Councilman BabcOQk moved that the matter be referred to the street 
Department. CounCilman Murray seconded the. motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A cGlIJIDl.unication was read from the MuniCipal Financ.e Officers' 
Association, requesting the Council to adopt a Resolution commemorat-
ing the 400th anniversary.of.ealifornia's discoven. . 

A sample resolution was enclosed, which Clerk Bartlett read in 
full, being Resolution No. 1445. 

RESOLUTION NO. 1445 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE PETITIONING THE STATE 
LmISLATURE TO COMMEMORATE THE FOUR 
HUNDREDTH ANNIVEBSARY OF THE DISCOVERY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

Councilman Babcock moved that Resolution No. 1445 be adopted. 
Counoilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCII.MEN: Babcock, Hitchcook, 
Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT:. 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from Norma Anderson, ~19 Maricopa 
. street, requesting removal of two acacia trees from the front of 
2319 Maricopa street. 

Councilman Baboock moved that the request be referred to the 
street Department. Counc1lman Murray seconded the motion. 

COuncilman Hitchcock otfered a substitute motion that the 
request be referred to the City Council as a whole. Councilman 
Babcook seconded the motion, which motion failed to carry. 

A roll call vote was taken on the original motion to refer 
the request to the Street Department, the vote being as follows: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCII..MIm: Hitchcock. ABSENT: COUNCIL: None. 

Two communications were read from V. 'i. C01l, Torrance Coordin
ating COuno11, advising that lack of attendance a~ the dances held 
April 25. 1941 and May" 2.,1941 make it necessary to om! t payment of 
rent of auditorium. 

Mayor McGuire suggested that it might be _adVisable to ask Mr. 
Co11 to subJai10 a financial statement for the abovement1oned dates. , I 

Mter a short discussion, Clerk Bartlett was instructed to 
direot a letter to Mr. Coil, asking him to submi.t a t'inancial statemen1_ ; 
of the dances for the dates abovementioned. 

A oommunication from the Los Allgeles County Road Deparaent was 
read, adVising that a certain resolution was not introduoed at the. 
meeting ot' the Board at' SUperv1sors on May 8, 1941, and stating that 
claim to the County Audi tor tor payment in accordance with the City of 
Torrance request will be made immediately action is. t~en on the reso
lution. The communication was addressed to City Engineer Jain. Mr. 
Bartlett explained that the resolution ret'erred to is the one wherein 



the City of Torrance requested the Board of SUpervisors of the County 
, of Los Angeles to authorize an appropriation of $8055.00 for the acqui
si tion of Pacific Electric right of way on C8.brlllo Avenue from Torrimce 
Boulevard to Plaza del Amo. (Resolution No. 1434) 

A communication was read from the City of Pasadena, urging the 
Oi ty of Torrance to endorse the propose4 california Parkway Authori ty 
Act, known as A. B. 2009-. 

Engineer Jain said that he had studied the matter somewhat, but 
could offer no definite reoOIlllll8ndation. He said, however, that his 
understanding is that f'ew smal.l cities have endorsed the act as re
quested. 

Councilman Hitchoock moved · that the matter be deferred for more 
comprehensive study. Councilman Babcock seconded the mot1on, wh1ch 

-was oarr1ed unanimously. 

A communioation was read trom H. W. Slover, tendering his re
signation from the position of' business license collector,said re
signation to be effectlve on June 1, 1941, with -vacation period allowed, 
said period to begin May 10, 1941. Claim was presented far payment 
of $4.00 for each Friday night for a period of one year, representing 
time during which Mr. Slover was assigned to duty at the Civio Aud1torium. 
during dances, for ·whioh no compensation was reoeived, stated Mr. Slover. 

Councilman Powell moved that the resignation of H. W. Slover, 
effeotive June 1, 1941, be accepted and that the claim for payment of 
extra time be ref'erred to the Council as a whole. Councilman Murray 
seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the follOwing roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGu1re. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: NOne. . 

It was agreed that a time for meeting for discussion of this matter 
woul.d be arranged in the near future. . - . 

A newspaper olipping, pasted on a she,et Of. paper, and addressed to 
the C1 ty COunCil, s1gned by George Bumpus, secretary Tonance Recall 
COmmittee, was read, condemning the action of the City Oouncil in re
tusing the use of the Chamber of COmmerce buillding . to said committee. 

Councilman Hi'Gchcook moved that the camuunica,tion be flled. ' 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RBSOLUTION NO. l446 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF TORRANCE TO 
:lINTER INTO THE ANNE.XIID AGREEMENT WITH DYNE VAN 
den AKKER, AN 4'l'TORNEY. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that Resolution No. 1446 be adopt.ed. 
Oouncilman Baboock seoonded the motion, .. hich lI'a's carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to, 

RBSOLUTION NO. 1447 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNC IL OF '!'HE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING SETTLEMENTS O!' INDEBTEDNESS 
IN DISTRICTS CREATED UNDER THE ttIMPROVEMBNT BOND 
ACT OF 1915- AND ORDERING THE CANCELLATION OF SAID 
ASSESSMENTS ON THE BOOKS OF THE COUNTY AUDITOR. 

Couilc1l.:man Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 144'1 be adopted. 



t)o 

Councilman Babcock second4td the motion, which was carried by the 
following 1'911 call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Baboock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, . Powell . and McGuire. NOES: OOUNC ILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Wone. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1448 

A RESOLUTION. OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANOE APPROVING SETTLEMENT 
COVERING LIQ.UIDATION OF INDEBTEDNESS OF 
1915 ACTDIS'l'RIOTS. 

COuncilman Babcock mov$d that Resolu1;ionNo. 1448 be adopted. 
Oounoilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
tollowing roll call vote: AlES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powe11 and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: N(Jne. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: NOne. 

A. communication was read from the Assooiated Assessment Engineers,-. 
requesting the City of Torrance to adopt a pJ;'Ocedural ordiDl!Jlce provid
ing for the manner of sale of tax deeded lands. A sample ordinance was 
enclosed. '!'he request was made that the Council study this ordinance 
and arrange a meeting with Associated AasessmentEng1neers for dis
cussion of this and othe~ matters. 

Councilman :Babcock .ollred that the matter be deferred for further 
study, a special meeting to be called .for adoption of the ordinance if 
necessary. Councilman Hi tchcook secondeq the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. B. R. Greig of the Associated Assessment Engineers lnformed 
that the ordinance had been presented tor study and adoption within 
approximately one week would be quite At1sf'actory. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1449 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE CITY 
ENGINEER TO SIGN PROJECT .AGREEMENT WITH WORKS 
PROJECT ADMINISTRATION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT 
OF TORRANCE BOuLEY AIID. 

Coune1:p:tan Hitchcook moved that Resolution No. 1449 be adopted. 
COuncilman Babcock seconded t ,he mot1on, which _s carrled by the 
follOwing roll call vote: A.YES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchcock, 
Mur~y, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NODe. J,BSDT: 
COUNCIlJ4EN: NBne. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read .t1 tIe to: 

RESOLUTION 50. 1450 

RESOLUTION APPROVING ALLOCATION OF 
CERTAIN FUNDS AND USE THEREOF IN 
RETIREMlmT OF INDEMEDNESS OF 
ACQUISITION AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS 
mos. 122 AND 2:13 OJ' '!'HE COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

Counoilman Babcock moved that Resolution No. 1450 be adopted. 
CouDcilmB.n Murray seconded the motion, wh1ch was earr1ed by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMi::5: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, PowelL8nd MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCII.MEN: NoDe. 



Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 524 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA 
ESTABLISHING CERTAIN HEALTH AND SANITARY REGULATIONS 
WITHIN THE SAID CITY, AND PROVIDING FOR THE 
ENFORCEMENT THEREOF, AND REPF..ALING ORDINANCE NO. 
299 AND ALL OTHER ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
IN CONFLIC~ HEREWITH. 

Councilman Babcock moved that further reading of Ordinance No. 
324 be dispensed with. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

- Councilman Babcock moved that Ordinancee No. 524 be ado,pted :for 
final reading. Co~cilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
~rried by the .following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCII.MEN: Babcock, 
Hitchcock, MUrray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: N"ne. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for first reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 325 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING 
ORDINA:NC:~ NO. 275 B~ ADDING THERETO SUBSDTION G. 

Councilman Babcock m..oved that Ordinance No. 525 be adopted for 
first reading. Councilman Murray seconded the moti-on, which was 
carried by the :following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hi tehoock, Murray, Powell and McGUire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk.Bartlett presented for first reading; 

ORDINANCE NO. 326 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
CREATING AND ESTABLISHING A CIVIL SERVICE 
SYSTEM FOR SJJl) CITY. " 

At thereqti8st of Councilman Babcock, Attorney McCall gave a 
brief outline of the Ordinancee, reading Seotion 3 in full. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Ordinance No. 52& be adopted 
for :first reading. Councilman Murray seconded 'the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNCI:4-
MEN: None.. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

An Audit Report of the City Court of the City of Torrance for 
the period Oo'tober 16, 1934 to March 31, 1941 Bubm1ttedby City 
Aud,1tor, Lo~ R. Cotton, was read by Clerk Bartlett. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Audit Report 8S read be ac
oepted and referred to the City Council as a whole for study and 
report at the next regular meeting. Counoilman Murray seo.onded the 
motion, which .was carried unanimously. 

Ci ty Engineer Jain, commenting upon the request of b. H. B1 ttle 
for permit to operate a service station at 1548 El Prado, informed 
that, although the district is in the single fanily residenoe zone, the 
service station, under another management, had beep ope~ating at the 
time the zoning ordinance was adopted, but had been closed for a 
period of approximately five month.s. He asked Attorney McCall to give a 
ruling as to how much time could elapse between the time one person 



closes a business and another person opens said business before the 
Planning Commission should consider the business :pe~ently closed, 
since businesses in operation at the time the zoning- ordinance was 
adopted cannot be affected by the zoning restrictions. 

Attorney McCall adv1sed that this matter should be acted upon 
by the Planning Commission 1n any event. 

In connection with the communication f"rom the LOB Angeles 
County Road Department advising that a certa1n resolution was not 
introduced at the meeting of the Board ot Supervisors on May 8, 
1941, . Engineer Jain sa1d he had req,uested this especially, advising 
that action ms des1red by the City of Torrance as soon as possible. 

Engineer Jain said he and Mr. Bu~terfield, City Electrician, 
had1nvestigated the lighting condi tion em 190th street at the en
trance to the General PetroleUm Corporation refinery, and recom
mended that a sodium vapor light be installed. He said the Edison 
Company would install same at the usual rate of $5.50 per month. 

Counoilman Hitohcock moved that the Southern California Ed1son 
Company, Ltd. be authorized to install -a sodium vapor light on 
190th Street at the entrance to the General Petroleum Corporation 
refinery. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, · 
H1tchcock, Murray, Powell and McGu1re. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mr. Jain reported that he, Mr. Stanger and Mr. Hitchcock had 
been contacted by a number of North Torrance people regarding the 
problem of supplying water to tif"teen residents 1n North Torrance 
whose Water supply was cut off with the collapse of-Crown Water 
Company. Upon raqu.est of the people, he sald, he had contacted a 
number of drillers, ·who estimated that the cost to drill a well to 
a depth of 230 teet would be approximately $850.00. Tbe drillers . 
had expressed the opinion, however, added Mr. Jain, that a deeper 
well would be necessary due to changes 1n water levels. He said 
he had cheeked with a number of tank companies, who gave prices on 
steel tanks and towers and wooden tanks and towers at $950.00. To 
replace with a new well, using the old pump and the old distribut
ing system, total cost would amount ot approximately $1800.00, 
sa1d Mr. Ja1n. Mr. Jain said he had received a repQrt from North 
Torrance residents, who expressed willingness to form a new com
pany and disregard Crown Water Company altogether. 

Mr .. LQ~ R. cotton, City Auditor, informed that, due to 
other business engageme.nts, it woula be necessary for h1m, to 
leave at this time. 

Counoilman Babcock asked Jir. Cotton "at the' close of what 
month was your first audit of the City- of Torrance books made?·. 
Mr. Cotton answering, ·September 30, 1940". 

Councilman Babcock next inqu1red of Mr. Cotton, "utter com
pleting said audit did. you request the Mayor to call the Council 
together tor a conference with you?", the answer being in the af
firmative. 'rhe next question asked by Councilman Babcock was re
garding the ll'Utllber of COuncilmen present at the C'Onference, Mr. 
Cotton replying that he belleved all five Councilmen were present. 

Councilman Babcook then inquired "what, if anything, was said 
at that meeting in regards to the Judg~'s books?· 

Mr. Cotton answered, "it 1-s very diff"ioult to renumerate 
everything said with regards- to various departments. I suggested 
that we revamp the Judge's setup - that 1 t was not adaptable to 
audi-ting and the recoras were not efficiently kept, in my opinion." 

Oouncilman MIlrray asked Mr. Cotton who should be the cuS'todian 
of dockets. Mr. Cotton informed that, inasmuch as the Judge 1s 
the official representative of the City Court department, he should 
be the custodian of the docket'S. 



Mr. Ootton informed that questions submitted to the Oity 
Council in writing will be answered by him in writing. 

Mr. James O'Toole attempted to question Mr. Ootton. Mr. 
Cotton repeated the above statement and left. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $69.50, plus sales tax, less $15.00 trade-in allowance on 
portable Underwood typewriter, be made for a typewriter for the 
City Judge's offioe. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcook, H1tchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: NOne. 

Councilman Powell moved that the appointment of Karl Frieberg 
to sene on the Police Department force during vacation period 
be authorized. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll oall vote: .AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Baboock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNOIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Po~ell announced that the audit report of the 
Ci ty Court submitted by Losan R. Cotton and read at thi·s meeting 
1s on file in the off1ceof the City Clerk, and 1s available for 
anyone desiring to examine it. 

Councilman Powell read the following statement: 

-When I asked for the. removal. of Mr. Lessing from the office 
of Police Judge, I ",as in sympathy for other members of his fam
ily, but it seems to me that this was not appreoiated by Mr. 
Lessing and some of his friends. Maybe they aremisinformed or 
perhaps they just want to be blind to the facts. 

I am again having the reason for his removal read 1n the 
minutes of this meeting. Before Mr. Lessing was dismissed, I 
asked Mr. McGuire to call Mr. Lessing to meet with the members 
of the Council, which he did. I informed Mr. Lessing at that 
time that because of his past record in office, he was through, 
at which time I offered to let him resign nth his vacation, 
effective April 15. We were told by Mr. L~ssing that we could 
·not remove him from office. When I took the oath of office, as 
'other members of the Council did, we swore to protect the proper
ty and all revenues of this City, and I mean to do just that to 
the best of my ability. It is my understanding of the law that 
anyone guilty of viQlating his oath of office is subject to re
moval by the Courts, and it is just grounds for recall from of
fice. No bank or businessman worthy of the name would tolerate 
any such conduct by one of their employees for one lli1nute who 
would abuse such a position of trust. 

In my opinion, it,seems incredible that other members of 
the official family who were in a position to have detec,ted tha1t 
something was wrong long before the shortage had reached the 
seventeen hundred dollar mark, especially when the Auditor was 
required to give a quarterly report, allowed the shortage to 
run for a periOd of over eight months. When the Auditor did 
report, he only reported to the Finance COmmittee, after which 
it was almost one year before Mr. McGuire, in answer to my ques
tion of Mr. Lessing's Shortage, admitted that there was a short
age. Nevertheless Mr. Hitchcock has stated in public that he 
knew of no reason for dismissal of Mr. Lessing. 

There is another case that 1 am very much interested in. 
In the purchase of the looal water systelI1, there was a.bout 1iI,000 .00 
that was not classified. Every other item of the deal was class
ified showing what the money was spent for. That is a lot of 
money not to be classified, and I would like to !:now what it 
went for."' I am intending to find out if I can. 



Counoilman Hitchcock mOTed that an appropriation of Rot 
to exceed '308.94 be made for materials ror sidewalk, alley and 
street repairs. Councilman Babcock seconded.: the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock asked Clerk Bartlett the following ques
tion: "Mr. Bartlett, have you in your custody a report by the 
ronner Auditor, Mr. Rambo, concerning the Judge's records at the 

.' time the diftic.ulty arose several months ago?- Mr. Bartlett's 
answer was ill the negative. CouncIlman Babcock's next question 
was "Have you ever .seen suoh report?- Mr. Bartlett answered "no"'. 
Councilman Babcock then inquired, "Could you tell me how they 
arrived at the balanoe due without making an audit?" Clerk 
Bartlett replied, ~I haven't any idea what they did. 1t 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation ot not to exceed 
$493.17 be made tor purchase of materials for stock for the Water 
Department. Councilman Ba.bcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call Viote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: NOne. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: · None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$358.50 be made for purchase of 0 4- gate valves and 8 olt gate 
valves for the Water Department. Councilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCII.JdEN: Babcook, Hi t.chcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to . exceed 
$385.93 be made for purchase of materials for stock for the Water 
Department. Councilman Hi tchcoek: seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCII..MEN: 
Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MI!!N: None. ABSEN'l': . COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved tha t the bid of Ti tle Insurance &. Trus t 
Company for the furni shing _ of preliminary t1 tle . repo'rt s to be 
used in perfecting title in the City of . Torrance to 91 lots to 
be acquired by tax deeds from the county of Los Angeles be ac
cepted. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN:: 
Baboock" Hi-tcheock, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire announced that the tax deeded property will 
be available for purchase in the near future. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mrs. Emma Q,uaggin, 1609 Amapola ,Avenue, ~ad portions or 
the minutes ot an Adjourned Regular Meeting of the City Council 
held June 18, 1940 as tallows: 

"A oommunication was rea-d from the Grand Jury, County of Los 
Angelas, adVising that, after going over the matter of an alleged 
shortage in fu:nds in the City Judge~s Department and the Polioe 
Department, and after hearing of witnesses and taking of eVidence, 
it had been conelud~d that the matter does not warrant further con
sidere:tion by the Grand Jury." 

. Mrs. Q;uaggin asked why, in view of the above disposition by 
the Grand Jury of the case against Robert Lessing, former Judge 
of the City of Torrance, the City Counc!.l insists on persecuting 
Mr. Lessing. 



Councilman Powell answered that he did not see how anyone who 
is interested in good government can take any other attitude than to 
appreciate that the Councilmen who voted for dismissal of Mr. Lessing 
d1d so in an effort to protect the interests of the City of Torrance. 
He stated that, as set out in the answer to the recall, Mr. LeSSing 
had been dismissed because of inefficiency, carelessness and negli
gence in administering the duties of his office. 

~. Klusman remarked that, at the beginning of the proceedings 
to dismiss Mr. ;Lessing, Mayor McGuire had stated that Mr. Lessing's 
accounts were short, but that he had paid the money back. He said 
it was definitely understood that if the. money was paid back by some
o.ne, it must have been taken. Mr. Klusman declared that Councilman 
Hitchcock had then, at a subsequent meeting, declared Mr .. Lessing to. 
be innocent. He asserted further that Councilman Babcock had voted 
at one meeting to di~ss Mr. Lessing, and at the following meeting, 
vo.ted to retain him. Mr. Klusman praised Mr. cotton, proclaiming 
him to be "'a pretty honest man - , pretty shrewd - a ce·rtified ac
countant, certified by the state of cal1fornia.- He remarked that, 
inasmuch as the report rendered by Mr. crotton covered the period 
since 1934, several Mayor's had. held office during the time, and, 
he inquired, why had the irregularity never been noticed by the 
several Mayors. He said that he admired the two Co.uncilmen (in
d'iea ting Councilmen Murray and Powell) for having the courage to 
bring the true facts to light. He said further that anyone who. 
would desire to reoall the men who had the courage to reveal the 
faets to the publiC, and to retain in oftice the one accused . of the 
felo.ny of misappro.priating public funds, could have no other ob
.1e.ctive than to replace the two men with men who , ~uld "keep their 
mouths shut. ",. 

Mr. James O'Toole asked Councilmen Murray and Powell if they 
had sought the aid of forme:r &istrict Attorney Buron Fitt.s to in
stigate a proceedings before the Los Angeles County Grand Jury: . 
against the then Judge, Robert Lessing. Mr. O'Toole asked Council
man Murray: to answer . "yes or no"'. Counoilman Murray answered "'yes· 
and made an attempt to speak further, but . was interrupted by Mr. 
O'Toole. There was a brief period of confusion, during which time 
Mr. O'Toole, Mrs. O'Toole and Council.Jpan Murray were speaking at 
the seme time. 

Mr. O'Toole then asked CounoilliLan Murray: if he and other mem
ber's of the ClouncH had sought the aid of the present District 

/ Attorney Dockweiler in the Lessing ease. . 
Councilman Powell answered that the oase is befoer the District 

Attorney at this time. 
Mr. O'Toole maintained that "'the lire of a man is being tried 

before the court of publio opi:qion-. Councilman Powell objected to 
this, pointing out that the grounds for dismissal have been stated 
and inrorming that Mr. Lessing has not been plaoed on trial. 

Mr. O'Too.le deolared that the Councilmen responsible for dis
missal of Robert Lessing had resorted to the lowest tactics pOSSible, 
tha t ot" besmirohing the oharacter of a man in oro.er to effect a 
dismissal when all o:ther 'means failed. He said when f'ailure to ob
tain an indictment be,fore the strictest Grand Jury in the history 
of SOuthern Ca11fornia ~s apparent, no other means had been ac
cessible except to try to b.ring the man's character into disrepute. 

Mr. O'Toole asserted that the City Auditor had refused to re
main in the meeting to avoid answering questions, and that. he had 
o.ffered a legal opinion which he is not entitled to offer. 

Mr. O'Tool'e contended that the C1-ty Auditor had not stated 
specifio cases in support of his inference that irregularities ex
isted in the records of Robert Lessing. Councilman Murray referred 
him to the audit report rendered. 



Mr. Burdick, 1006 Sartori Avenue, spoke in defense. of Robert 
Lessing. He asserted that the three Councilmen who are principle 
:figures in a recall action in progress at this time are using the 
Robert Lessing issue to cloud the real issue, to throw up a '!mloke 
screen1", thus protecting their own interests. He said a lot of 
questions, aside from the Robert Lessing issue, would bear answer
ing, and proceeded by asking COuncilman Powell if he had attended 
the convention last year when money was appropriated for this pur
pose by the Council, or whether he "had stopped by the wayside and 
visited relatives", as he (Mr. Burdick) had heard. - Councilman 
Powell informed that he had attended the, convention, the question
ing ending at this point. 

Mrs .. Charles Turner, 2024 Martina Avenue, censured the assem
blage :for discourteous conduct when listening to someone spaak with 
whom they mayor may not be in full accord. She painted out that 
the least an audience can do is extend the common courtesy of lis
tening to both sides of an issue. (Mrs. Turner apparently referr
ed to the loud hissing, noise and laughter which accompanied the 
speech of Mr. O'Toole and Mr. Burdick, although she did not state 
her personal views in the matter) • 

.Mr. Hagberg of walteria also spoke in defense- of Robert Lessing. 
He. asked Councilmen Murray, Powell and Babcock why it took them 
three years, seven months to discover that Bob Lessing was ineff'i
cient, careless and neg11gent as stated in their answer to the re
call. Councilman Powell informed that it had not taken them that 
long to :find out about it, but had taken that long to get any cooper
ation. He asked, since all oases are reported in the Torrance 
Herald, why anyone would desire to dispose of' dockets and complaints. 
He made mention of the statement of the auditor that numerous cases 
were not properly entered in the Court Dockets, at which time Coun
cilman Powell cited two separate cases in the Court Dooket naming 
Mr. Hagberg as detendant, the. record also being incomplete in those 
two cases. Mr. Powell Cited these cases as examples of the care
less manner of making entries in ' the dockets. 

In connection with the charge that approximately one-third.ot 
the cases heard by Judge Lessing resulted in suspended sentences, 
Mr. Hagberg asserted that he could recall a number of cases which 
warranted suspended sentences. , 

He asked further it it is customary to dismiss employees with
out affording them the opportunity of presenting their defense 
through a trial. 

Councilman Powell advised that it is within the author1tyof 
the City Council to dismiss any appointive employee men proper 
grounds for dismissal are in existence, which statement was sub
stantiated by City Attorney McCall. 

Mr. Hagberg asked Councilman PO\lell whether or not he had told 
him (Hagberg} if Bob Lesslng (City Judge) and John Strqh (Police 
Chier) would be d1smissed t'rom office if he (Powe.ll) succeeded in 
belng reelected at the last councilman1c electlon, ,Councilman 
Powell's answer being in the affirmative. Mr. Hagberg then asked 
why Ch1ef of POlice Stroh had been retained .in his position. 

Councilman Powell informed that Chief' stroh had been brought 
into the matter only because of the 155G.OO which was being held in 

. the Police Department pending investigation ot the City; Judge's I i 
records, but, Councilman Powell advised, Chief Stroh had b"een a 
victim of circumstances, it having been proved that Chie:f Stroh's 
records are complete and accurate in every respect. H~ commended 
Chief Stroh for maintaining his records so accurately, ment10ning 
that any arrest and subseqilent fine payment can be checked on 
Chief Strohts records with absolutely no question or doubt as to 
what actually transpired. 



---,- .. ~ .. ,-, ... -- ... -.-,.--------

Mr. Krekow, 2205 Carson.street, said that the City of 
Torrance should have a bookkeeping system so complete that it 
would be impossible for anyone to carelessly neglect their 
duties, or to take any amount of money. 

Councilman Hi tohoock moved all bills proJerly audi ted be 
paid. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was oar
ried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, HitchCOck, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUN
CILMKN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A.t 10:00 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitchcock, sec
onded by Cotmcilman Babcock, the meeting adjourned to Monday, 

. May 19, 1941 at 4:45 P.M .. 

City cl~ CitYOTOrr8Ilce 

.u'PROVED: 

k~!l!:!.ll!l/~J 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANa& 

Torrance, California 
May 19, 1941 

The 01 ty Council of the Ci ty of Torrance convened in an Ad
journed Regul.~r Meeting in tb,e C'ouncll Chamber, Ci ty Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Mond~y, May 19, 1941 at 4:45 P.M •. 

Mayor McGu1re called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartle'tt called the roll, those ans .... ring present 
being Councilmen: Babcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. 
Councilmen; Ilabcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. Absent: Coun-
cilmen: Hitchcock. . . 

Being an adjourned meeting, the regular order of business 
was d.ispensed with. 

Clerk Bartlett read in full a suggested form or ordinance 
sulmtitted by the Associated Assessment Engineers, being an ordinance 
authorizing the sale.of city owned real property; providing the 
procedure to be followed in such sales. 

CouncilJnan Hitchcock arrived at 4:56 P.M., d.uring reading or 
the above ordinance. 

A question arose regarding what appeared to be an inconsist
ency of the ordinance, since one section or said ordinance speci
fied that the property, a1'ter being advertised for sale, must be 
sold ror cash, and another saction of the ordinance provided that 
the property could be sold on deferred payment plan. 

There was a short discussion on this point, the majority of 
the Council concurring in the opinion that all the sales should be 
cash transactions. It was pointed out that a great deal of work 
would be involved in the collection of payments. 

epose


